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areas of Jodhpur State. The water of river Luni sinks down
in this region through the loose and broken upper layers of
rocks. Down below there is an impervious rock and the water
forms a sub-soil reservoir on this rock. In the process of fil-
tering down through the upper layers, the saline water of river
Luni gives up its salt, and when pumped out is found to be
fresh and fit for irrigation. If the experiment is a complete
success it will create new hopes for Rajasthan. A large num-
ber of streams originating in the Ambala division get lost on
the borders of Bikaner. Nobody can say that the water of
these streams is also not being stored in sub-soil water basins.
The phenomenon of the existence of industrially deve-
loped and backward regions and prosperous and depressed
regions side by side is a natural corollary to the economy of
industrial concentration. This type of industrialism is the
child of the steam engine and the railway and was born in
England in the middle of the eighteenth century. Steam
power could be used only in the same building in which it
was produced, with the help of shafts, pulleys and belts and
could not be transported even over short distances. This re-
sulted in the concentration of masses of men and raw materials
in big factory buildings. The railway locomotive could not
negotiate steep gradients and therefore the railway generally
followed easier gradients mostly through river valleys along
the streams. The railway transport was economical only in
bulk and gave rise to concentrations of numerous factories in
towns situated at the rail-head or at junctions. The industrial
activity as a whole was confined to coal districts, plains and
valleys; hilly pr mountainous districts were generally neglect-
ed. The steam power concentrated masses of men into big
factories and the railway concentrated the clusters of factories
into rail-head towns; the towns grew into big cities and ulti-
mately into shapeless ugly conurbations.
There developed an idea of world division of labour; Eng-
land provided the manufactures while other countries, espe-
cially the tropical colonies and dependencies, furnished the
raw materials and food. As a result of this tendency the
urbanization movement reached its zenith in England; the
balance between man and his environment, and between agri-
culture and manufactures was so much disturbed that at the